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GRADE 8 REQUIRED COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

CAREER EDUCATION 8 & 9 (MCE- 08 & MCE-09)
Career Development in Grade 8-9 builds optimism by asking students to identify and develop a sense of self, their
personal interests and passions, and their skills and competencies through learning experiences in their school and
their community. Career development encompassesreciprocal relationships, local and global needs and
opportunities, and cultural and social awareness. It expands an awareness of options and challenges stereotypes by
expanding horizons and building aspirations. Students will explore diverse perspectives and opportunities through
career cluster and career path explorations. They start to make decisions and explore possibilities about next steps in
their education when entering the graduation program grades 10-12.

ENGLISH 8 (MEN- 08)



SCIENCE 8 (MSC--08)
This course is the introduction to high school sciences. The topics covered include: life processes are performed at
the cellular level, the behaviour of matter can be explained by the kinetic molecular theory and atomic theory, energy
can be transferred as both a particle and a wave, and the theory of plate tectonics is the unifying theory that explains
Earthôs geological processes. Students will demonstrate curiosity and use the scientific method to conduct
investigations. This course is comprised of a variety of laboratory experiments to instil curiosity.

GRADE 8 ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

DRAFTING AND DESIGN 8
Drafting and Design 8 is an introductory course to drafting and design skills. Students will be introduced to manual
drafting (pencil on paper) as well as CAD (Computer Animated Drafting). This course is a great introduction to current
technology that incorporates these drafting components. Students will be introduced to various CNC equipment such
as a CNC router, CNC plasma cutter, vinyl cutter, laser engraver, 3-D printing and sublimation printing. Introduction to
the design process will also be a key component of the course as well. The aim of this course is for young students to
become competent with the specialized equipment that CSS incorporates into its Tech Ed curriculum.

DRAMA PERFORMANCE 8
Drama Performance 8 introduces students to the forms and conventions needed to pursue acting at an advanced
level in the senior secondary years. These skills are honed through character work, role play, improvisation, and
scene work. Students develop their ability to express themselves through this performance art form. There is a focus
on peer communication, studentsô own perspectives, as well as the perspectives of the various characters they play.
Students should be ready to collaborate with a variety of large and small ensembles and be willing to take creative
risks through exercises, games and scene work.



VISUAL ART 8
This is an introductory course to the Elements of Art developed through drawing, paint, and sculpture. A focus on the
seven elements, colour theory, and additive art, including pinch pot, slab and coil construction in clay. We will be
learning to see what is there and not what our brains like to think is there. Students will be able to use FUHDWLYH
SURFHVVHV to create and respond to the arts.

WOODWORK 8
This course is an introduction to woodwork. Design, layout, production, and finishing of basic woodworking projects
will be explored. Basic operation of many user-friendly machines such as scroll saw, drill press, bandsaw, lathe, disc
and drum sanders will be used. Basic design and operation of the CNC router will also be introduced/explored.
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Junior - Grade 9

GRADE 9 OVERVIEW

REQUIRED COURSES
The required courses for grade 9 are:

ǒ English 9 (MEN--09) & Social Studies 9 (MSS--09)
ǒ Mathematics 9 (MMA--09)
ǒ Physical and Health Education 9 (MPHE-09)
ǒ Science 9 (MSC--09)

ELECTIVE COURSES
Students in grade 9 choose 3 elective courses.

Please be aware that while French is not a requirement for graduation, a grade 11 or 12 second
language is required by some post-secondary institutions.

ǒ Contemporary Music 9
ǒ Drafting & Design 9
ǒ Food Studies 9
ǒ French 9 (MFR--09)
ǒ Metalwork 9
ǒ PowerTechnology 9
ǒ Sport Performance 9
ǒ Visual Art 9
ǒ Woodwork 9
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GRADE 9 REQUIRED COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ENGLISH 9 (MEN--09)





VISUAL ART 9
Art 9 will further develop the techniques and experiences introduced in Art 8. Students will explore painting, drawing,
and ceramics/sculpture. Design theory and art history will enhance these techniques. Creativity, craftsmanship, and
personal enjoyment remain as valuable components of the course.

WOODWORK 9
This course builds off of Woodwork 8, where students will further their knowledge and skills in the wood shop. Design,
layout, production, and finishing of intermediate woodworking projects will be explored. Basic operation of many
user-friendly machines such as scroll saw, drill press, bandsaw, lathe, disc and drum sanders will be used. Basic
design and operation of the CNC router will also be introduced/explored.
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Planning for Graduation

Required Courses

10 & Composition 10
English First Peoples Literary Studies and New Media 11
English Studies 12
Social Studies 10
One Social Studies 11 or 12
Science 10
One Science 11 or 12
One Mathematics 10
One Mathematics 11
Physical and Health Education 10
Career Life Education 10
Career Life Connections 12
One Arts Education OR Applied Design, Skills & Technologies 10, 11, 12

Elective Options

Each year students fill their timetable with the required courses for that grade and any
of the following to create a timetable with a total of 8 courses:

ǒ Additional Grade 10, 11 or 12 Ministry-Authorised Courses
ǒ Independent Directed Studies
ǒ Teacher Assistant
ǒ TRU Start / Youth Work in Trades / Youth Train in Trades
ǒ External Credits (ex. Young Driversô course, 4-H) * see counsellor

Graduation Requirements

Students must meet the Ministry requirements for High School Graduation.

At least 16 credits must be at the Grade 12 level:
ǒ English Studies 12 / English First Peoples 12
ǒ Career Life Connections
ǒ Two other Grade 12 courses
ǒ Completion of the Capstone project

One 4 - credit course of Indigenous Peoples content

In addition, students MUST complete 3 graduation assessments:
ǒ Grade 10 Literacy Assessment
ǒ Grade 10 Numeracy Assessment
ǒ Grade 12 Literacy Assessment

Students are permitted 3 attempts at each of these assessments while in grades 10 -
12
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GRADES 10 - 12 OVERVIEW
In order to graduate you need 80 credits and each course that you pass is 4 credits unless otherwise noted. There
are some courses that are required and some courses that are elective. Please use this list to plan your tentative
courses for the next three years. If you know what you would like to do in



MATHEMATICS PATHWAYS

All three pathways meet graduation requirements and provide students with opportunities to
consider their interest, both current and future.

Please research admission requirements for post-secondary programs of study and
career/employment paths to ensure you are selecting the best pathway for you. See Mrs.
Giesbrecht for assistance in making the best choice for you.

Calculus 12 is available as an on-line class
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GRADUATE PROGRAM OFFERINGS (Grade 10-12)

ENGLISH

COMPOSITION 10 (MCMPS10) (2 credits)
The Composition strand of English 10 is a course that is designed to support students develop their writing skills.
Students will work individually and collaboratively to create authentic and genuine personalized written pieces for a
variety of audiences. Possible areas of focus in Composition 10 may include narrative, expository, descriptive,
persuasive, and opinion pieces. There will be an emphasis on drafting and editing in the writing process. Students will
also be expected to develop their understanding of credible sources of information and citing their sources.

LITERARY STUDIES 10 (MLTST10) (2 credits)
Literary Studies 10 allows students to delve more deeply into literature as they explore specific themes, periods,
authors, or areas of the world through literary works in a variety of media. Students will increase their literacy skills
through close reading of appropriately challenging texts; enhance their development of the English Language Arts
curricular competencies, both expressive and receptive; expand their development as educated global citizens;
develop, balance and broaden their understanding of themselves and the world; and develop higher-level thinking
and learning skills. Some possible areas of focus in Literary Studies 10 include: genre-specific studiesðpoetry, short
stories, novels, drama, graphic novels, childrenôs literature; Canadian literature; First Peoples texts; thematic studies
and specific author studies.

ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES LITERARY STUDIES + WRITING 11 (MEFLS11) (4 credits)
In this class students read English First Peoples literature and use writing for self-expression and communication in a
variety of contexts. Students delve deeply into First Peoples oral and written literature in a range of media to explore
various themes, authors, and topics. This provides a foundation for them to think critically and creatively as they
continue to explore, extend, and strengthen their own writing. Within a supportive community, students work
individually and collaboratively to explore oral and written literature and create powerful, purposeful compositions.
Through the study of literature and the processes of experimenting with, reflecting on, extending, and refining their
writing, students will: extend their capacity to communicate effectively in a variety of contexts, deepen their
understanding of themselves and the world, and expand their understanding of what it means to be educated
Canadian and global citizens.



MATHEMATICS

WORKPLACE MATHEMATICS 10 (MWPM-10) (4 credits)
This pathway is specifically designed to provide students with the mathematical understanding and critical thinking
skills identified for entry into the majority of trades at post-secondary institutions and for direct entry into the
workforce. These students should have a definite interest in a trades career path or should be planning to directly
enter the workplace. The topics include: puzzles and games for computational fluency, create/interpret/critique
graphs, primary trigonometric ratios, metric and imperial measurement and conversions, surface area and volume,
angles, central tendency, experimental probability, and gross/net pay.
Note: Some trades require a higher level of mathematical understanding such as taught in the
Foundations/Pre-Calculus Mathematics courses. Please check with your counsellor and the trade school you are
interested in attending for specific details.

FOUNDATIONS OF MATHEMATICS AND PRE-CALCULUS 10 (MFMP-10) (4 credits)
This pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical thinking skills
identified for post-secondary studies. This course also meets the requirements for most trades. The topics include:
right triangle trigonometry, operations on powers with integral exponents, linear relations and functions,



Calculus 12 is offered online only which means students must be able to manage a self-paced, self-directed course;
you are expected to work independently and make effective use of your time.

FOUNDATIONS OF MATHEMATICS 12 (MFOM-12) (4 credits)
This pathway course is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical thinking skills
identified for post-secondary studies in programs that do not require the study of theoretical calculus. This may
include some humanities, business, and fine arts programs as well as some trades and technical programs. The
topics include: finance, set theory and logic, counting methods, probability, polynomial, exponential and logarithmic
functions, and sinusoidal functions.

PRE-CALCULUS 12 (MPREC12) (4 credits)
Pre-Calculus 12 is primarily a program in the formal processes of mathematics leading to the study of calculus. It is
designed for students preparing for careers in engineering, mathematics, the sciences, economics, and some
business programs. It is appropriate for strong mathematics students only. The topics include: transformations,
trigonometry, exponential and logarithmic functions, equations and functions, and permutations and combinations.

CAREER EDUCATION

CAREER LIFE EDUCATION (MCLEA10) (4 credits)
Career Life Education 10 asks students "Where do you want to go?" by exploring how choices are made in a
recurring cycle, how decisions are influenced by internal and external factors, how to cultivate networks and
reciprocal relationships, how finding balance between personal and work life promotes well-being, and how learning
fosters career-life opportunities. Students examine, interact, experience and initiate career-life explorations. Career
Life Education is a core requirement for graduation and provides four credits of the 8 Career Education credits require
for graduation.

CAREER-LIFE CONNECTIONS (MCLC-12) (4 credits)
Career-Life Connections is divided into the themes of self-awareness, building career skills, career knowledge and
awareness, and career and life planning with the aim to extend the learning into the experiential realm. Students in
Career-Life Connections build on earlier learning in the four themes of career education as they complete 30 career
experience hours and a capstone project. The presentation of the capstone project is a culminating experience of this
program and an opp! project. Tawa ¾ᴠᵠԏ ἠ the b m to
p



skills are important for success in this course as a majority of the course work involves detailed calculations. A
scientific calculator is required.

EARTH SCIENCE 11 (MESC11) (4 credits)
Earth Sciences 11 is an inquiry based science course that explores natural systems, including physical geology,
atmospheric and climate science, oceanography, and their contributions to a healthy biosphere. The course also
explores Astronomy, focusing on the origin of our solar system, galaxies, and the formation of stars and planets.

LIFE SCIENCE 11 (MLFSC11) (4 credits)
Life Science 11 is a prerequisite course for many university courses based in science. This course explores the big
ideas: life is a result of interactions at the molecular and cellular levels; evolution occurs at the population level; and
organisms are grouped based on common characteristics. This course includes the detailed study of microorganisms,
plants, animals, the classification of living organisms, adaptation and evolution, and identification of anatomy from
single celled organisms through to complex animals. Laboratory activities including dissections are involved. The
course is demanding and requires that students work independently, stay on top of assignments and complete
substantial home study.

PHYSICS 11 (MPH--11) (4 credits)
Physics 11 is a required course for students entering most fields of science including degree programs in biology,



SOCIAL STUDIES

SOCIAL STUDIES 10 (MSS--10) (4 credits)
Socials 10 will concentrate on four main Big Ideas set in the time period 1919 to the present: 1) global and regional
conflicts; 2) the development of Canadian political institutions; 3) world views and how they have an impact on
Canadian societal developments; and 4) historical and
contemporary injustices that challenge Canadaôs identity as an inclusive, multicultural society. Specific topics will be
in part determined by student interest. There will be writing and project components geared to students developing
their communication skills.

EXPLORATIONS IN SOCIAL STUDIES 11 (MEPSS11) (4 credits)
The curriculum for Explorations in Social Studies 11 is designed to provide flexibility for teachers and students while
ensuring that the rigorous provincial curriculum standards are met. Students who want to experience a bit of each of
the social subjects can select this course to have some variety. Students will have some choice in this course to learn
about the issues and history that interests them most. It is recommended to select this course if the individual 12
courses do not appeal to you.

20th CENTURY WORLD HISTORY 12 (MWH--12) (4 credits)
This course is an in-depth study of the major events, trends, and ideologies of the 20th century. The world we live in
today is the direct result of various historical developments. Through examining the history of the 20th century,
students will gain a better understanding of where we - as humans - are in relation to where weôve been historically.
Students will use critical thinking and problem solving skills to analyze and synthesize historical information and
connect historical events with contemporary global affairs. Students will take an in-depth look at historical themes
from a global perspective and will explore the themes of identity and awareness, imperialism, world wars, the
post-colonial world, conflict, and genocide.

BC FIRST PEOPLES 12 (MBCFP12) (4 credits)
BC First Nations Studies 12 has been designed for all students, regardless of their cultural heritage or background.
This course focuses on the diversity, depth, and integrity of the cultures of British Columbiaôs Aboriginal peoples. The
course provides an opportunity for BC students to acquire knowledge and understanding of the traditions, history, and
present realities of BC Aboriginal peoples, both in the class and on participatory field trips. It provides a conceptual
foundation for learners to develop an appreciation and respect for similarities/differences among the diverse cultures
of the world. It also focuses on the experiences and perspectives of local First Nations people with the inclusion of
guest speakers and cultural presentations by community members. It may be used toward a Gr. 12 elective.

ECONOMIC THEORY 12 (MEC–12) (4 credits)



Darfur, and others. Topics will be explored through film, literature, testimonial, primary sources, forensics, and
inquiry-based learning. While the human capacity for evil in committing genocide will be explored, students will also



FITNESS & CONDITIONING 12 (MFTCD12) (4 credits)



ART STUDIO 12 (MVAST12) (4 credits) (fine art)
In Art Studio 12, students will continue to grow in their understanding of elements of visual art and the principles of
design. Depending on the students' previous experience, the first part of the course may focus largely on the main



AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY 11 (MTAUT11) (4 credits) (ADST)
Automotive 11 is an introductory automotive mechanics course. It will have both theoretical components as well as
practical, hands on components. Topics covered will include vehicle maintenance, diagnostic and troubleshooting
skills as well as vehicle operation theory. The practical work in the course will depend largely on having vehicles to
work on, whether the vehicles are student owned or from members of the community. Safety in Automotive 10-12 is a
large focus in the class as we will be working with hoists and other mechanics specific equipment. Students will be
expected to have good work habits, safety and problem solving skills.

DRAFTING 11 (MTDRF11) (4 credits) (ADST)
Drafting and Design 11 is an extension of Drafting 10 and builds on the skills learned in Drafting 10. Drafting 11 will
build on the paper drafting skills and basic vector drawing while also introducing 3D drawing. Students will also be
introduced to residential and mechanical drawings and how to create these styles of drawings. Students will apply
these skills to be used with the various CNC equipment at Clearwater Secondary School including: CNC plasma
cutter, CNC router, laser engraver, 3D printers, vinyl cutter, and sublimation printer. Setup and maintenance of these
specialised pieces of equipment will also be stressed.

MET a Ŏľ(MTDRF11)



METALWORK 12 (MTMET12) (4 credits) (ADST)
This course requires the successful completion of a required project and the demonstration of theoretical knowledge



FLYFISHING

FLY FISHING 10 (YLRA-0B) (4 credits) RIIHUHG DOWHUQDWH \HDUV � 1H[W RIIHULQJ �����
Fly Fishing 10 is an elective course intended to introduce students to various aspects in the sport of Fly Fishing.
Students will be introduced to basic and advanced fly tying techniques as well learn various entomology basics (study
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