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Tobacco and kinnikinnick (also referred to as elk, bearberry or Indian tobacco) are also 
considered common sacred plants used for ceremonies or gifts, but are not used in smudging.  
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medicine plants indicated above. If there is a situation where tobacco plays a role, please refer 
to Policy 1012.1 – Smoking and Vaping Free Environment Section 5 which states:  
 
The Board of Education encourages a safe and healthy learning and teaching environment. The 
Board is committed to its responsibility of enforcing a tobacco and vapour products free 
environment, as required under the Tobacco and Vapour Products Control Act.  
 
In accordance with Section 2.2 of the Tobacco and Vapour Products Control Act, the use of 
tobacco and vapour products is banned on all public Kindergarten to Grade 12 schools in British 
Columbia. A person must not smoke or use tobacco/e-cigarettes, or hold lighted 
tobacco/activated e-cigarettes in or on school property.  
 
5. This policy does not apply to the ceremonial use of tobacco in or on school property in or on 
school property if the ceremonial use of tobacco is approved by the Board and is performed:  

a) in relation to a traditional Aboriginal cultural activity; or  
b) by a prescribed group for a prescribed purpose, if this has been given the  
     authorization of the school's Principal and aligns with this policy.  

 

Procedures for Smudging  
 
Purpose:  
These procedures outline how smudging will be managed on School District No. 73 (Kamloops-
Thompson) grounds.  
 
Smudging Sites  
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who choose to smudge need to feel welcome and respected in learning 
environments.  

 


