
ELDER/TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE KEEPERS (TKK) 



not feel intimidated when approaching an Elder, TKK. The potential role of an Elder/TKK could 
be to: 

● Enhance cultural perspectives and share wisdom and teachings; 
● Promote awareness of culture and traditions; 
● Build and enhance relationships between school and Aboriginal 

parents/guardians/community by making them feel more comfortable in the school; 
● Act as a mediator and promote harmony; 
● Act as a mentor and role model for students; 
● Promote Aboriginal languages; 
● Enhance and enrich classroom lessons and school cultural events with the incorporation 

of Aboriginal content/perspectives; 
 

How to Access an Elder/TKK 
 
An Elder/TKK can be accessed by contacting: 

● Local Aboriginal community agencies such as: 
○ Two Rivers Metis Society 
○ Kamloops Aboriginal Friendship Society 

 
● Local First Nations Bands: 

○ Little Shuswap Indian Band 
○ Adams Lake Indian Band 
○ Neskonlith Band 
○ Tk'emlups te Secwepemc 
○ Simpcw First Nation 
○ Clinton/Whispering Pines Band 
○ Skeetchestn Band 

 
● School District No. 73 Aboriginal Education Department 

○ Aboriginal Education Council 
○ District Principal of Aboriginal Education 
○ Aboriginal Education Worker (AEW) 

 

When Approaching an Elder / TKK 
 
Once you have acquired the Elder’s/TKK contact information, and what special gifts he/she has 
to share, please provide the following information when speaking with them: 

● Introduce yourself 
● Where you obtained the referral from (i.e., Friendship Society, Aboriginal Community 

Liaison, etc.) 
● The reason for your call 
● Your interest in meeting them to further discuss your request at their convenience, 

gifts/talents, your request and availability. 
 



Some Elders/TKK prefer personal visits versus phone calls. To establish a relationship and 
clarity of the purpose of the visit, meet with them before they are scheduled to visit your school. 



NOTE: Sage, sweetgrass, kinnikinnick, or cedar ties are also used as part of the gift (after). If 
unsure, ask the Elder/TKK. 
 

How Do I Make a Tobacco/Sage/Kinnikinnick Tie? 
 
A tobacco/sage/kinnikinnick tie is made by cutting a small square of broadcloth (a nice pattern 
or any colour part of the traditional colours from the local community. Some of the more 
traditional colours of the medicine wheel – yellow, white, black, red, blue – would be a nice 



● Please let the Elder/TKK or Role Model know if a gift or honorarium will be given, or if 


